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CIA F ront Man Knew of Watergate 

By Jack Anderson ithe RivstArinno tta ▲ _ . ' . . 1 ^ 


the mysterious CIA involvement. 

CIA front man Robert Ren 1 1" 'f at . ergat ?- We uncovered the 

ett, son of veteran Sen. Wal- a^^prir V l 97 % Puz . zle as early 
ace Bennett (R-Utah) has con-LL^ * 1 .? 73, ™ hen we re- 
ceded that he knew a White 5°' • tbat tbe had “ or - 

louse burglary-bugging team t FM about* the t0 *? lk - ‘° 
jas on the prowl in advance of Waiefgate case ■4here^ S ‘ Ve 
he celebrated WatereateL.k? u a Se thereafter. we 
>reak-in fi te published several reports about 

- 4 VKrsrtj* p^-EHas?’ 

states that the senator’s son . The CIA used Bennett’s pub- 
withheld vital information from r* c re i a ^ons firm, Mullen and 
he authorities. Company, as a spy front. On its 

an interview with my asso- £ a>TOl !i none other than 

fciate Les Whitten, Bennett ac-l° Wa - d Hunt ’ the Wa tergate 
knowledged he knew at least ? ons P irator - w ^o came to the 

three days before the Watergatel™ i rom anc * later 

(burglary that White House aide moved over to the White House. 

,E. Howard Hunt and his second- Bennett’s nephew referred a 
ry crew had plotted to break Brigham Young University stu 
into the campaign headquarters dent, named Thomas GregSy to 
f n en , McGovern (D- Hunt who recruited the Sng 

S.D., and bug the place. man as a political spyGregor? 

Instead of reporting the con-!i[ d 'l trated *he campaigns of the 
spiracy to the police, Bennett Pres,dent ’ s two chief Demo- 
kept his mouth shut. He also cratlc rivals— first, Sen. Ed- 
confided to his CIA contact that ™ und Muskle 's staff, then Sen. 
he had held back information Geor ge McGovern's staff. 

^.. t .^„ 0ri « inal Water gate But Gregory, a conscientious 

Am L _ 


I 


prosecutors when they later 
questioned him about the 
Watergate break-in. 

Had Bennett informed the po- 
lice of the plot to bust into Mc- 
Govern headquarters, as the law 
requires, the subsequent Water- 
gate caper would have been 
.aborted and the course of his- 
I tory might have been changed. 
This episode is another link in 


1 * | ^ uneasy about 

his undercover work. He spoke 
to his bishop about it, who was 
concerned about the ethics of 
the job. 


Then Gregory went back to 
Bennett and explained his mis- 
givings. As Bennett related it 
Gregory had been told by Hunt 
work * Hte one night at Mc- 
Govern headquarters and leave 


a door open so the White House ■ a „ — 

burglars could sneak in Hehen ih g °’ W * reported that 

nigner up Hunts the House a report on militarv 
White House connections im- aid to Saigon which was™ni«7 
pressed young Gregory. Bennett virtually word for word from 

said he also felt Hunt would do Pentagon tesUmony ’ ^ 

Bennett said he advised Greg- a sec foTn'l tl b M get . reqUeSt is 
ory “to get out.” The troubled fot o 1 °" ° n the Navy s Proposal 

ssekk ,* rss t sssssrjss& 

H r ‘ g h laa ! Watergate prosecutors, subcommittee on March 20 
He held back Gregory's vital in- Apparently. Hebert’s onlv 
formation out of loyalty to the disagreement with the Penta- 
vou h, Bennett claims. gon is over grammar. He tink- 

But the prosecutors traced bred slightly with the Naw’s 
Bennett s long-distance tele- Paragraphing and punctuation 
WHaOr 40 ,?! ls t0 Gre gory. He also edited out some of Zum- 
"i ? u ennett ,earned this, he "fit’s "I’s" and-"we’s” and sub- 
called the prosecutors and said: stituted a few “observers " 

n ° k ' y ° l U Ve i oun d Tommy. I'll “I always knew Hebert and his 
tell you about Tommy.” boys were pushovers for the 

I this helped the prosecutors | i >er >tagon,'' one of Hebert's com- 
fo break the Watergate case. mittee members told us, “but I 

Pentagon Puppet: Once again LO them t0 pr0ve il 

we have caught Rep. F. Edward L av t . *: 1 am ashamed to 

Hebert (D-La.) playing Charlie > y ^ at n ?- now *he commit- 

McCarthy to the Pentagon’s Ed Lta ' S f n °[ hing but a rubber 

gar Bergen. Perched upon S ’ 5ta ™P/ 0 ';‘he Pentagon.” 

Defense Department’s knee hem tnote. Repeated calls to 

opens his mouth and the niili hat co f 1 , mlttee for comment 
tary speaks. mill- have not been returned. 
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